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bonding, and organometallic chemistry

Hiking, reading, traveling, and caring for a beautiful stray dog that found me

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is ... working with motivated and
talented students.

I am waiting for the day when someone will discover ... a cure for major diseases such as Alzheimer’s
disease and cancer.

M y favorite subject at school was ... history. It is fascinating and ultimately more important than
science.

It 1 could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be ... Plato, Leonardo
da Vinci, and Charles Darwin.

And I would ask them ... whilst in a good restaurant in Rehovot if they believe that studies about the
origin of the universe and the evolution of life can also explain their meaning and the exclusion of God.
The three things I would take to a desert island would be ... my three kids in order to give my wife a
break (but only for a week).

M y first experiment resulted in ... damage to the electrical system at home and my first near-death
experience.

M y favorite author (fiction) is ... David Baldacci, who is the author of “The Camel Club”. However, if
he does not publish more books soon, I will have to find another favorite.

M y favorite book is ... “Max Havelaar: Or the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company”
written by Multatuli (the pen name of Eduard Douwes Dekker, which comes from the Latin “multa
tuli” meaning “I suffered much”). It is an influential book published in 1860 that helped to catalyze the
end of colonialism.

My top three films of all time are ... “Apocalypse Now”, “The Blues Brothers”, and “Ciske the Rat”
(because my father played a role in this Dutch movie).
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